Hope College

Hope College Digital Commons
Van Raalte Papers: 1870-1879

Van Raalte Papers

6-4-1874

A Letter of A. C. V. R. to His Son, D. B. K.
A. C. Van Raalte

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.hope.edu/vrp_1870s

The original documents are held in the Albertus C. Van Raalte Collection (M300) or the Dirk B.K.
Van Raalte Collection (M301) in Heritage Hall, Hekman Library, Calvin University, Grand Rapids,
MI. The Van Raalte material in Heritage Hall has since been reorganized.
https://archives.calvin.edu/index.php?p=collections/findingaid&id=264&q=
https://archives.calvin.edu/index.php?p=collections/findingaid&id=262&q=
This digitized material is intended for personal research/study only. The original documents
may not be reproduced for commercial use in any form or by any means, electronic or
mechanical, without permission in writing from Heritage Hall at Calvin University. Contact the
Curator at Heritage Hall.
Recommended Citation
Van Raalte, A. C., "A Letter of A. C. V. R. to His Son, D. B. K." (1874). Van Raalte Papers: 1870-1879. 216.
https://digitalcommons.hope.edu/vrp_1870s/216

This Book is brought to you for free and open access by the Van Raalte Papers at Hope College Digital Commons. It
has been accepted for inclusion in Van Raalte Papers: 1870-1879 by an authorized administrator of Hope College
Digital Commons. For more information, please contact digitalcommons@hope.edu.

June 4, 1874 Cawker City, Kansas
A letter of ACVR to his son, DBK, asking him to send ACVR's mail
to Cawker City and not to Rotterdam. ACVR is expecting funds
from DEK because he is nearly out of money. ACVR is currently
living with a pioneer family. According to the Historical
Directory of the RCA, a church in Rotterdam was organized in
1872. Apparently ACVR knew people in that church. [The
congregation was disbanded in 1946; where would its records be
located? NETS?]
Calvin College Archives, ACVR collection, box 8, fldr 124.
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VAN RAALTE, A.C.
VAN RAALTE, D.B.K.
TO: HOLLAND, MICHIGAN
FROM: CANKER CITY, KANSAS
JUNE 4, 1874

Dear Dirk,
Please don't send letters to me addressed to Rotterdam, but to Cawker
City Kansas, Box 49, seeing that from my dwelling, there is more contact
with Cawker City than with the Rotterdam post office. I've also reported
this by post card to the post master.
Houses here are mostly made of sod with earthen roofs and that works
quite well, or they are dug—out cellars with similar roofs. Hence, one has
very little need of fire. Very few small houses are made of wood, and no
wonder, for ordinary lumber costs $42, the best lumber costs $70.
I now live with a family in a cellar room, but they are now laying a
wooden floor in a little sod room, which will be my room. It's all "pioneer
living" here, but the settlers have pushed forward some 80 miles further.
They are 200 miles from the Colorado line. Many pushed this far and farther
away, because the railroads have not acquired the land, and each one can get
a homestead of 160 acres. The hardship of pioneer life, the loneliness of
the prairie and the long distances from each other (for each tries to be
assured of 160 acres, so that some families often have more than a section),
the lack of schools, and church benefits, make many a person sick and faint
hearted. The soil is of the best, always dry and good roads, very quickly
dry after a rain, most, sloping nicely, and only along brooks or creeks is
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some timber. The climate is very dry and healthful, very warm with cooling
winds. Cawker City has a population of 600; Six stores and very nice
buildings, and all are new. Many are discouraged, unjustly so, I think. In
Cawker, people are hoping for a flour mill, for now the mills are spread in
various directions. Their expectations for a railroad are well founded.
The huge costs of transportation belongs on the disadvantagous side, until
one can ship out from the Gulf of Mexico. The springs and falls here are
often very windy, summers are longer and winters shorter, however, for a
short time, the winter cold can be sharp, as below zero. Because of that,
I would fear a winter kill for trees. Most people sow summer wheat because
winter wheat becomes worthless. Perhaps one could offset that by drilling
wells. It is easy to start farming. Due to various circumstances prices
now are good, but as a rule, they are low. However, one can do well when
wheat is only 50 cents, for in a few years, he can have 80 acres of wheat.
For the present he can find a market among the ongoing new settlers. Many
of the non-discerning people or those who become homesick, and despondent
will gladly sell out. Sometimes they offer their claims for 5 to 6 hundred
dollars, but those who have put in money and work, don't at all, get their
money back. Grown up cattle can be tended by a man for 25 cents a week.
Horses, calves, and milk cows are fastened to a pin in the ground in order
to graze on the prairie grass. I have not yet found any indication that
Timothy grass and clover can be a success here. An American told me that
the grass can't stand the fall and winter. However, they don't really know
as yet. I have not yet been to the post office in Rotterdam, and so I have
not received any letters.

The last part of the trip I used much Febrifuge, but even so, I was not
well. How long I can hold out here, I can not guess. I miss much, but the
people want to do everything for me, but they still don't have rocking
chairs and sofas. And I believe that in many places the beds also are not
very good, which is not surprising. If I can benefit them somewhat, that
would give me pleasure. My money has melted away so that I only have about
$20 and some coins. Without money from you, I would be stuck, and that for
me would be undesirable.
Hearty greetings to all, the Lord bless you.

Your loving father,

A.C. Van Raalte

